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A Public Lecture … All welcome … Refreshments available … £2 entry 

 

The slate industry in North Wales has been one of defining influences on the modern 
economy and culture of the region. Its national and international significance and 
‘outstanding universal value’ was recognised this year by the award of World Heritage 
Status by UNESCO. The new World Heritage Site is a serial property in six parts, 
including the quarry landscapes of Penrhyn, Dinorwig, the Nantlle Valley and 
Ffestiniog. It also includes the National Slate Museum in Llanberis, Penrhyn Castle and 
the Ffestiniog and Talyllyn Railways, built to transport the slate from quarry to markets 
around the world. In this talk we will hear about the history and lasting effects of the 
industry and the story of how WHS status was achieved. 
 

David Gwyn, an industrial historian and author, who spent his ealy life in Bethesda, 
wrote the definitive work on the archaeology and history of the Welsh slate 
industry, published by RCAHMW in 2015. He was a leading participant in the 
successful bid for UNESCO World Heritage status, announced in July 2021. He runs 
his own heritage consultancy company and is a Trustee of the Ffestiniog and Welsh 
Highland Railways Trust.  
 

Covid precautions 
This meeting will be run according to the latest Welsh Government guidance for ‘Alert Level 
Zero’ and has been subject to a risk assessment using the latest template. Those attending 
should please: sanitise hands on arrival, observe social-distancing and wear face coverings. 
Entry will be limited: please register for this meeting before 15 October by emailing 
programme@conwy-valley-civic-society.org or by phoning Mike on 01492 650451.  
Members and friends are kindly asked not to register if they are symptomatic, have recently 
tested positive for Covid 19, have been identified recently by ‘Test, Trace and Protect’ as a 
close contact, or have not been vaccinated. Despite all this, we hope you can come! 
 

Next meeting 
Tuesday 16 November, Rowen Memorial Hall. Gerallt Llewelyn Jones, Menter Môn. 

‘The Morlais Tidal Energy Project, Anglesey’ 
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